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78 ANNALS OF IOWA
SAMUEL HTJSBAKD FAIEALL was born in Alleghany county, Mary-
land, June 21, 1835; hei died at his home near Iowa City, Iowa,
March 8, 1909. He was descended from English and Welsh ances-
try, who settled in Maryland early in the seventeenth century, be-
ing a direct descendant of Samuel Snowden, who was a member
of Prince George's County Committee under the Continental Cong-
ress. He was a young man of industrious and studious habits, and
entering Washington College at Washington, Pennsylvania, at an
early age, was graduated in 1855. Shortly after his graduation he
removed to Iowa, arriving at Iowa City, October 1st, 1855. He early
manifested a preference for the study of the law, and soon after his
arrival at Iowa City, entered the law office of William Penn Clarke,
a leading lawyer, and then Supreme Court Reporter. He proved to
be a diligent student, and was admitted to the bar on June 21, 1856.
He formed a partnership the same year with James D. Templin, and
in 1861 he entered into partnership with Hon. George J. Boal, con-
tinuing in this association until 1873, the firm during this time be-
coming one of the prominent law firms of the State, and enjoying
a large and lucrative practice. He continued the practice of law
part of the time alone, and part of the time in partnership with
H. F. Bonorden, Hon. C. S. Ranck, and his brother, H. S. Fairall,
until 1886, when he was elected District Judge of the Eighth Judi-
cial District of Iowa, and in 1890 was re-elected for a second term.
Upon leaving the bench, he resumed the active practice of law, in
which he continued until his death. He was a member of the House
of. Representatives in the Ninth and Ninth extra sessions of the
General Assembly, and of the Senate in the Twelfth, Thirteenth,
Fourteenth and Fifteenth sessions of the General Assembly. He was
an active thoroughgoing Democratic leader, serving as delegate to
county, district and state conventions, during the greater part of
his active life, and presided over the Democratic State Convention,
which elected him a delegate to the National Democratic Conven-
tion, in 1868. Judge Fairall was for many years and until his death
an active and efficient member of the Trinity Protestant Episcopal
Church in Iowa City, and a faithful member of its Board of Vestry-
men, attending at different times the Diocesan Conventions of this
Church. Judge Fairall was a notable character, prominent in public
affairs, not only in his community, but throughout the State. He
was an able legislator, whose lasting impress will remain as a part
of the legislation of the State for all time; a careful, painstaking,
competent judge, an able, industrious, tireless lawyer, ambitious
and successful in his profession. G. A. B.
GILBERT BALDWIN PRAY was born in Michigan City, Indiana, April
27, 1847; he died at Iowa City, Iowa, on February 28, 1909. Coming
to Webster City, Iowa, by the removal of his family to that place in
1856, he was educated in the public schools of that city. In 186Í,
when seventeen years old, he enlisted in Company F, Sixteenth Iowa
Infantry, participating in the battle of Nashville and the later
campaigns of Sherman's army. At the close of the war he became
a student in the law office of the late Judge D. D. Chase at Webster
City, was admitted to the bar in 1868, and practiced his profession
in Webster City until 1880. He was elected Clerk of the Supreme
Court of Iowa in 1882 and served in that office for twelve years with
marked efficiency. He was twice elected Chairman of the Republican
State Central Committee, and served as a member of that body for
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many years. Mr. Pray was appointed Surveyor General of Alaska
by President McKinley in 1897, and in declining that office was
appointed a Special Representative of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs. He resigned this office in 1890, removed to Des Moines and
engaged actively in the service, as Treasurer of the Royal Union
Mutual Life Insurance Company, in the organization of which
institution, he had participated in 1886. He remained in this
service until his death. In all the activities of a life more varied
than is usual, he was courageous, loyal and efficient. F. D. J.
JOSEPH WENDELL MUFFLY was born in Clinton county. Pa., July
11, 1840; he died at Hot Springs, South Dakota, whence he had gone
from his home in Des Moines for treatment, January 1, 1909. At the
age of 17 he removed to Freeport, Illinois, teaching school for a time,
but returned to complete his education at Dickinson Seminary at
Wiilliamsport, Pa. While pursuing his studies he responded to the
first call for volunteers to put down the rebellion and enlisted as a
private in Company B, 148th Pennsylvania Volunteers. He served
throughout the war with this regiment, being appointed its adjutant
before his discharge. He was wounded at Gettysburg. In later
life he compiled "The History of the 148th Pennsylvania Volunteers,"
an authority on the campaigns of that regiment, accepted by its sur-
viving members and by the War Department. Shortly after the
close of the war. Captain Muffiy removed to Des Moines, Iowa, and
founded the Iowa Business College, which he managed until 1876.
He served as Deputy County Clerk, Assistant Adjutant General of
the G. A. R., Recorder of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion
from the time of its organization until his deaith, and as Commander
of Crocker Post, G. A. R.
HENRY J. B. CUMMIKO was born in Sussex county, N. J., May 21,
1831; he died at his home in Winterset, Iowa, April 16, 1909. His
childhood was spent in Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, where he
attended the common schools and had a year of instruction at a
private academy. He was admitted to the bar in 1854, and migrated
to Winterset, Iowa, in 1856, where he entered the practice and imme-
diately became an influential factor in business and politics. He
was one of the organizers and the leader of the Republican party
in his locality. He was twice mayor of Winterset, served as prose-
cuting attorney and was a representative for the Seventh Iowa, Dis-
trict in the Forty-fifth Congress. He was captain of a company of
Home Guards which was mustered into the army at Council Bluffs,
in 1861, as Company F of the 4th Iowa Infantry. He was trans-
ferred to the 39th Infantry with the commission of Colonel and
mustered out January 1, 1S65. He owned the Winterset Madisonian
in whole or in part from 1869 for eighteen years. Upon retiring as a
publisher he also gave up the law practice and concentrated his
attention upon purely business matters. At his death he was heav-
ily interested in real estate and banking enterprises.
FRANCIS WESLEY EVANS was born in Pittsburg, Pa., March 17,
1829; he died at his home, 1319 E. Ninth street. Des Moines, Iowa,
September 3, 1908. He was brought to Lee county, Iowa, in 1839.

